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he consulted at London wrote him down as " valde melancholicus." A mind diseased and a soul at war with itself were beyond their art. This internal conflict was at its height between 1628 and 1636. A friend who knew Cromwell then, wrote, many years afterwards, the following account of it:
" This great man is risen from a very low and afflicted condition ; one that hath suffered very great troubles of soul, lying a long time under sore terrors and temptations, and at the same time in a very low condition for outward things : in this school of afflictions he was kept, till he had learned the lesson of the Cross, till his will was broken into submission to the will of God." Religion was thus " laid into his soul with the hammer and fire"; it did not "come in only by light into his understanding."
In 1638, at the request of his cousin, Mrs. St. John, Cromwell confided to her the story of this crisis in his life.
"You know," he said, "what my manner of life hath been. Oh, I lived in and loved darkness, and hated light; I was a chief, the chief of sinners. This is true, I hated godliness, yet God had mercy on me." Even now the struggle was not ended. " I live in Meshec, which they say signifies Prolonging; in Kedar, which signifies Blackness : yet the Lord forsaketh me not. Though He do prolong, yet He will I trust bring me to His tabernacle, to His resting-place. My soul is with the Congregation of the First-born, my body rests in hope . . . He giveth me to see light in His light."
It would be wrong to take these self-accusings as